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His private secretary. Baron von Ketteler, rendered him a
great service by revealing a plot against his life. On i6th
May 1938 Baron von Ketteler's body was recovered from
the Danube near Hainburg in Austria. He had been
chloroformed and then thrown into the river.
Papen, the papal chamberlain, made use of his stay in
Austria to strike up a friendship with Dr. Schuschnigg,
that rigorously Catholic Chancellor of the Federal State.
Schuschnigg paid for this friendship with the loss of his
country, with imprisonment and extreme suffering.
Thus a ghostly array of dead men and prisoners lines the
bloody route that Papen, the adventurer, has so far traversed.
And let it be borne in mind that Herr von Papen still lives,
he still holds his influential position, and still uses it, as much
as ever he did, to sow the seeds of misery and disaster.
Leaving aside those immediate victims who have just been
enumerated, Papen's hands <ire still red with the blood of
thousands. There are those who fell victims to his acts of
sabotage in America, or who met their death under his
leadership in the battles of the World War. The martyrdom
of hundreds of thousands of blameless Austrians, Jews,
Catholics and Monarchists whom he betrayed to Hitler is
to be ascribed to his influence. Finally, he bears his full
measure of guilt for the outbreak of the new war, for the
thrust of the Soviet Union to the West, the sufferings of
Finland and the new conflicts in Eastern Europe.
All this happened, and had to happen, to appease the
ravening ambition of one man. Vanity, inconsiderateness
and unscrupulousness, these are the main elements of the
mystery which hovers round Franz von Papen. There is
nothing supernatural or magical about it, the tale is one
long tragedy. For this man who has caused so much
bloodshed and misery has always escaped danger himself
and sunned himself time and again in the beams of success.
But it is the same success of which National Socialism
boasts, the result of violence and injustice, and no success
at all according to the standards of humanity accepted by
mankind in general. Thus Franz von Papen has enrolled